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AsperthesyllabusprescribedbyPunjabiUniversityPatiala,underthefacultyofSocialSciences,
studentsaretaughtthesubjectofreligiousstudy.Inordertounderstandthevariousaspectsof
religionattheacademiclevel,ithasbecomeasubjectofstudyinuniversitiesandcolleges
nowadays.

Thissubject,whichiscurrentlybeingtaughtatvariouslevelsinthefieldof“Comparative
StudiesofReligion”,providesstudentswithabasicknowledgeoftheoriginofthemajor
religionsoftheworld,theirscripturesandreligiousdoctrines.Allreligionsconveythemessage
ofuniversalcommunicationandlivingahighmoraloflife;bylearningaboutwhich,astudent
couldaquirethehighstandardoflivingandcontributetotheformationofagoodsociety.

Bystudyingthissubject,studentscouldbeemployedasteachers,preachers,researchersand
religiousjournalists.Moreover,thissubjecthasbecomeimportantforthestudentspreparing
forvariouscompetitiveexaminationsinPunjabinthesedays.

TheoutcomesofthecoursecontentprescribedbythePunjabiUniversity,Patialaareasfollows:

B.A.-I

Semester-I:Sikhism

HistoricaspectsandSikhscriptures,Martyrdom TraditionsandInfluences,andSikh
Institutions

Inthissemester,thestudentswillgainknowledgeaboutthehistoricalaspectsofSikhism as
wellastheplace,editingand‘Banikars’ofeternalGuru,ShriGuruGranthSahibJi.Theyalsoget
abasicinformationaboutthe‘DasamGranthSahib’alongwiththis.Inthesamesemester,the
studentslearnedabouttheeffectsoftherichmartyrdom traditionofSikhism andhistoryofthe
majorconceptsofSikhism likeGurudwara,Miri-PiriandKhalsa.

Semester-II:IndianReligion

Vedicresolution,Jainism,Buddhism andReligiousCeremonies

Inthissemester,wherestudentsgetknowledgeaboutVedicreligionlikeRigveda,Yujurveda,
SamvedaandAthravaVeda,theywillgetinformationaboutthreemainVedicGods,i.e.,Agni,
Indera,Rudraaswellasreligiousritualsofthisreligion.

Inthesecondpartofthepaper,thestudentsgetabasicinformationaboutthelife,teachings
andmajorprinciplesofLordMahaviraofJainism aswellasthesameofLordBuddha,the
founderofBuddhism.Inadditiontothis,studentslearnaboutbirthanddeathritesrelatedtothe
abovethreereligions.

B.A.-II

Semester-III:SemiticReligion



Judaism,Christianity,Islam andZoroastrianism

Inthissemester,studentsareintroducedto thefourmajorreligionsofSemiticTradition
(Judaism,Christianity,Islam andZoroastrianism).Duringthiscourse,studentsaretaughtabout
theirteachingsandtheirscriptures(TheBible,TheQuranandTheJandAvesta).

Semester-IV:MedievalandModernReligiousMovements

BhagtiMovementandSufism,MajorIndianreligiousmovementsofthenineteenth
centuryandPunjabreligiousmovements

Inthissemester,studentsareintroducedtothelifeandteachingsoftheleadingdevoteeinthe
devotionalmovements;andto theoriginsanddevelopmentsoftheSufism.Studentsare
introducedtothecausesoforiginandfunctionsofthereligiousmovementsoccurredinvarious
regionsofIndiaduring19thcenturyandbeginningofmajorreligiousmovementsinthePunjab.

B.A.-III

Semester-V:AncientReligion,Religiousritesandobjectives

AncientReligion,Religiousritesandobjectives

Inthissemester,studentsareintroducedtotheancientmanandtheirreligion,andcausesof
originoftheirreligion.Alongwiththis,studentsaretaughtaboutthebelievesoftheancient
(Animism,Mana,Totem)andtheirfundamentalreligiousexpressions(Magic,Mith,Taboo).
Studentsaretaughtaboutthereligionand,definitionandthemesofphilosophy.Alongwiththis,
religiousritesofdifferentreligions(relatedtobirth,religionentry,funnelceremony,etc.)and
theirpurposesaretaughttothem.

Semester-VI:SikhReligionTheoryandInstitutions

BasicsourcesofSikhism,conceptsofSikhism andtheinstitutions

ThissemesterprovidesbriefintroductiontothebasicsourcesofSikhism suchasShriGuru
GranthSahib,VaranBhaiGurdasandPrimaryVerses.Inthesamesemesterthestudentsare
introducedtothebasicsofSikhism and,thepurposeandfunctionsoftheinstitutionsof
Sikhism likeAkalTakhat,Miri-Piri,Khalsa,SarbatKhalsa,etc.

Throughthissubjectofreligiousstudies,studentsareencouragedtoliveamorallifebylearning
aboutthemajorreligionsofIndia,theirfounders,meaningsandtheiraims.Thisishowstudents
getfundamentalinformationaboutthemajorreligion.


